THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.“ Marr. 28: 19, 20. 


No. 62. Vol, LII. Thursday, December 28, 1899, Price One Penny. 


THE BRITISH MISSION. 


Moat of the Conferences of this Mission have passed under our obser- 
vation and review; during the year just closing our visits and opportuni- 
ties have been extended, in the earlier part with more anxiety and less 
deliberation owing to circumstances which were unavoidable. 

In all the later ones anticipation has been a prominent ingredient of 
our visits, and as the Conferences have passed we have thought that that 
individual one was the best of the series, but this impression was disturbed 
by the experiences of its successor, until now we conclude that each one 
was best in its turn and time. 

The key to this was found in the thin’ of 

unity was active in the hearts of the brethren, they vied with each other 
in securing the success of those telling occasions of local spiritual life, and 
in special feeling after both Saints and investigators; fasting and prayer 
have been generally resorted to in an unostentatious way that the special 
services might be alluring as well as exceedingly beneficial. 
This unity of the brethren in action has been both commendable and 
inspiring ; different devices have been adopted for giving publicity to the 
projected services and each aided in securing success; hand bills of invi- 
tation have been profusely scattered, placards and newspaper advertising 
have been invoked, the Elders have made street singing the medium for 
announcing meetings, half a dosen couples of Elders would each sing in 
half a dosen localities in one evening, and the Saints have been urged to 
invite their relatives, associates and friends to join with them in these 
gatherings as ordained of both general and local authorities, and the 
free, with excellent results, 
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The Priesthood meetings following the Sabbath services have all been 
of absorbing interest, none could listen to the Reports, suggestions, re- 
solves and testimonies without realizing that devotion and work are 
inseparably connected in the feelings of the Elders; opposition is looked 
upon as a good sign, and while not courting this, it is well understood 
that from an apparent or momentary evil, the overruling hand of Provi- 
dence can bring forth permarfent good. | 

The season is now over for out-door preaching, and other methods of 
attack have to be used, tract distribution, house to house visitation, cot- 
tage meetings, Sabbath schools, Mutual Improvement Associations have 
to be created or encouraged, and social gatherings where both members 
and non-members can take a part are more or less of an innovation in 
some places and fanned to new life in others; it is pleasant to note, that 
these entertainments are marked by refinement in anunusual degree. Every 
thing uncongenial to the Holy Spirit ought to be rigidly excluded from 
all entertainments originating with the Elders or members of the Church, 
and dancing which is an extra attractive exercise in some localities should 
not be extended beyond undue bounds; we can afford to dispense with 
that which calls for questionable comment from so-called Christian 
people; “there is a time to dance,” the wise man said, but surely where 
modern religious sentiment frowns upon it, and where ungenerous criti- 
cism and misinterpretation is a consequence, a little of that spirit of 
sacrifice which Paul endorsed would be the highest wisdom, he said; “If 
meat makes my brother to offend, I wil] eat no more meat while the world 
stands.“ 

Spite of all chis unity, devotion, labor, tracting and preaching, there is 
no general rush for baptism or desire for union with the Church, and some 
of the brethren are subject to that sickness which comes of “hope de- 
ferred,” but these cases are rare, the Elders endorse the advice given of 
old, “To sow the good seed beside all waters,” feeling assured that the 
Psalmist was inspired when He predicted, He that goeth forth weeping 
bearing precious seed shall doubtless come again rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him.” 

Another wonderful feature of the * is the facility with which the 
junior brethren take hold of the work; contrast between their arrival in 
the missionary field and their appearance, manner and assurance in & few 
brief weeks is a miracle indeed, unaccustomed as the majority are to the 
public requirements of the ministry, new as all ite duties are, responsi- 
bility soon tells upon their mental and spiritual organization, they soon 
realize the importance of study, of attention, of discipline and of self- 
respect; earnestness and ambition characterizes them, yet. the latter is 
tempered by an abiding sense of incompetenoy and this develops humility ; 
they learn to pray more, to feel after God, to beg for His Spirit, and to be 
an example in the little circle where their lot is cast, they learn to be 
affable, considerate, tractable and obedient. 

Yes, the mission field is a glorious school, faithfulness in it brings educa 
tion and blessing. If there is any defect in the present system, it is in 
being too short, another year’s training would be an eyerlasting hoon. ta 
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the majority, if all things were equal to the demand and to general de- 
sire; every thoughtful missionary after the preliminary months when he 
is feeling his weakness and his way, realizes that each month makes him 
more efficacious and makes him more stable in the faith; he understands 
better the promptings of the Spirit, he becomes more familiar and loving 
toward his work, he comprehends better the consistency and harmony of 
truth, and not a few regret more the leaving of their field of labor, their 
associates and the Saints, than they did in leaving father, mother, wife, 
children, friends and business; they have learned to love the Gospel, to love 
the souls of men, and to understand the power and authority of God when 
asserted in and through the principles of living truth. 

Here and there, one falls by the wayside because of disobedience to 
counsel; now and then sickness calls for the return of another, the latter 
have our sympathies, the former commands our sorrow, they make ship- 
wreck of both faith and life, and to return is an ignominy from which 
every thoughtful, earnest soul prays, “Good Lord deliver us”; odd ones in 
the spirit of heroism have succumbed to disease, they have by giving their 
lives become entitled to “the martyr’s crown,” there is sorrow in the Mis- 
sion, and dear ones far away have but the poor consolation of receiving, 
for burial in Zion, the sanctified remains, but God still rules and “all His 
ways are just and right.” 

The British Mission prospers, it is a power in the land, it is one of the 
training schools of Zion, God directs it, His servants endeavor to under- 
stand His will, and now as all the errors, mistakes and sins of the pass- 
ing year have gone to their final account, we congratulate the Presidents 
of Conferences, the Traveling Elders, and all the Saints. We wish and 
pray that the long looked for 1900 may be a year of peace, prosperity and 
salvation to Israel in every land and clime. N. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER IN THE ENGLISH OF FORMER TIMES. 


Ab. 1258.—Fader ure in heune, haleeweide beeth thi neune, cumen thi 
kuneriche, thi wille beoth idon in heune and in erthe. The euerych dawe 
bried gif ous thilk dawe. And worzif ure dettes as vi vorzifen ure det- 
toures. And lene ous nought into temptation, bot delvvor of uvel. Amen. 
- A.D. 1300,—Fadir our in hevene, Halewyd by hi name, thi kingdom come, 
‘Ti wille be done as in hevene and in erthe. Oure urche dayes bred give 
us to-day. And forgive us oure dettes, as we forgive our dettoures. And 
lede us not into temptation, Bote delyvere us of yvel. Amen. 

A.D. 1582.—Ovr father which art in heaven, sanctified be thy name. 
Let thy kingdom come. Thy wil be done, as in heaven in earth also. Giue 
vs today our super substantial bread. And lead vs not into temptation. 
But deliuer us from evil. Amen. | | 

Ab. 1611.—Our father which is in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heauen. Giue us 
this day our dayly. bread. And forgiue vs our debts as we forgiue our 
debtors. And lede vs not into temptation, but deliuer vs from evil. For 
thine is the kingdome, and the power and the glory for euer. Amen, 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1899. 


THE OLD YEAR. 


„Ves the old year is growing old, 
And his eye is pale and bleared ; 
Death with frosty hand and cold, 
Plucks the old man by the beard, 
Sorely, sorely!” 

As the generations of men pass beyond the horizon line of mortal 
vision, so the years fade from view, and are buried in the dim twilight 
of memory. 

To those who have walked in the right as God has lighted their way, 
there need be no regrets for the dying year; and even to those whose 
lives have been shaded by actions that bring heartache and remorse, a 
regretful looking backward will bring no reward unless it arouses a spirit 
of repentance and reformation. 

Few, indeed, if placed at the lever of time’s locomotive, would dare to 
reverse its motion and return to the starting point of 1899, with life’s 
experiences all rolled back to the same place. Those who have done well 
would hardly care to take the chances of doing worse; those who have 
mourned would not care to have the partly-healed wounds lacerated 
again; those who have suffered the pangs of poverty and distress have 
no desire for a repetition; and even the low and vile would hardly wish to 
repeat their evil deeds having once felt the stings of conscience that follow. 

Let the dead year rest peacefully in its tomb until time shall merge 
into eternity, when its virtues and its vices, its loves and its hates, and 
even the secret thoughts and motives shall be resurrected and brought 
b-fore the judgment bar of God as witnesses to justify or condemn the 
millions of the human family who are responsible for the history of the 
year of our Lord 1899. A. W. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Henry E. Bowman has been honor- 
ably released from the presidency of the Swiss Mission to return home per 
s.s. Anchoria from Glasgow, January 18, 1900. Elder Bowman will have filled 
a faithful mission of over two years and eight months. He was appointed 
president of the Swiss Mission on its separation from the Swiss and Ger- 
man Mission, January 1, 1898. 

The following named Elders have been honorably — to return 
home per s.s. Ethiopia from Glasgow, January 11, 1900: 
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R. C. Traveller and Le Ray Decker of the London Conference, W. J. 
Clark and F. G. Robinson, Jr., of the Manchester Conference, and Thos. 
W. Jones of the Welsh Conference. 

Elder L. S. Cardon of the Swiss Mission has been appointed to succeed 
Elder Bowman as President of that mission. 


LrveRPooL, ConrgRENCcE Notice.—The Liverpool Semi-annual Confer- 
ence of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held in 
the Public Hall, Chorley, on Sunday, January 7, 1900. Meetings will 
commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6 p.m. 

There will be addresses by speakers from Liverpool at the British 
School, Gr. Harwood, on Monday, January 8, commencing at 7:30 p.m. 


DEATH OF APOSTLE FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


An Active Lire ENDED. 


Reavers of the Star will be surprised and pained to hear of the death 
of Apostle Franklin D. Richards, President of the Twelve Apostles of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He quietly fell asleep in the 
Lord at his home in Ogden, Utah, on December 9. 

For sixty-one years he has been a fearless defender of the truth, and for 
fifty years one of the very pillars of Zion. His record is a glorious one, 
every step of the way he has honored God and kept His commandments, 
and he will receive a joyous welcome just over the divide from a vast 
throng of loving friends, Apostles and Prophets who have gone before. 

His loss to Israel is great, but the effect of his noble example and de- 
voted labors will live and bear fruit in succeeding generations. 

May the saine Spirit that has actuated Brother Franklin throughout 
his life comfort the bereaved and guide them in the footsteps of their most 
worthy husband and father. 

A full account of the life and labors of this faithful Apostle will appear 
in the next issue of the Star. 


THE MILLENNIUM. 


SaMvuEL E. Morretr in the August Forum calculates that within the 
next quarter of a century there will be in all probability only three great 
world powers—Great Britain, Russia, and the United States. 

His reasoning is very interesting. The British Empire, including Egypt 
and the Soudan, now covers, he says, 12,000,000 square miles of the land 
surface of the earth, or almost one-fourth of the entire area. Of the re- 
maining 36,000,000 square miles, Russia controls very nearly 25 
or about 9,000,000 square miles. 

Great Britain will soon extend her power over 16,000,000 square miles 
when her arrangements in Asia and Africa are perfected. Russia has 
within easy reach Turkey, Persia, Central Asia, and China, and may in 
course of time increase her territory to 13,000,000 square miles. 
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United States, including Hawaii and Porto Rico, comprises only 3,613,127, 
square miles. Even with the Philippines added, our area would be but 
3,727,453 square miles. With Cuba and other West Indian islands, the area 
would not reach 4,000,000 square miles. Should it, however, come to pass 
that Canada and Mexico would join us, there would be a domain of 
7,900,000 square miles. We would, it is seen, still rank only third in area, 
though undoubtedly the first in some other respects. 

The contributor to the Forum also considers another alternative, that 
of the Union of the English-speaking race. In such an event a world- 
power would arise, holding a domain of 20,000,000 square miles, or not far 
from half of the land surface of the earth. Such a power would be in a 
position to govern the affairs of this planet. 

It cannot be denied that the currents of the history of the world indicate 
some such consummation. Ever since the shattering to the winds of the 
great Roman empire—which, however, was only a miniature of present 
great powers—the world has been in commotion, but, as it was represented 
to the ancient Prophet in the vision, another great power arose out of the 
never resting waves. There has been, and there is, a tendency toward 
expansion, toward union and empire-building, and in this gigantic com- 
petition theSlavonic and the Anglo-Saxon races are foremost, one repre- 
senting the principle of autocracy and the other democracy. Should then 
finally the smaller powers affiliate themselves with the one or the other, 
the world would be divided practically in two vast camps with the pre- 
ponderance of power on the Anglo-Saxon side. 

Students of the sacred Scriptures are confidently looking forward toa 
time when power and dominion and glory shall be given to Him whose 
right it is to rule on earth, as in heaven. At times this idea has been 
ridiculed as the dream of enthusiasts. But if we interpret correctly the 
present signs of the times, they all speak of the approach of that happy 
consummation. The Anglo-Saxon race, notwithstanding all imperfections 
and errors, has been the jealous guardian of the divine oracles, as were 
the Hebrews during their dispensation, and the Romans later. It is con- 
ceivable and highly probable that the predominance of the Anglo-Saxon 
is the nearest evolutionary stage to that higher one, which is spoken of as 
the Millennium. 

The history of the dovtrine relating to this subject is instructive. 

Among the primitive Christians the return of the Savior in glory was 
immediately expected, though the Apostles plainly stated that His 
absence would be prolonged. Early post-Apostolic writers, Justin for 
instance, looked forward to a time when the Saints should inhabit Jeru- 
salem and the Lord appear in their midst. 
n the third century, Origen and other exponents of the Alexandrian 
school, combatted the belief in a terrestrial Millennium, and maintained a 
“spiritual” interpretation of all passages relating to that subject. Augus- 
tine held that the Millennium started with the proclamation of the Gospel 
by the first Apostles, and that it would last six thousand years, at the 
expiration of which time Satan would again be “loosed.” 

During the Middle Ages the belief preponderated that the Millennium 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 823 


was not far from its close. In the 17th century the expectation of a 
future Millennium of bliss and the universal triumph of truth and 
righteousness was revived through the study ef the Scriptures by such 
men as Joseph Mede and others who followed him. But in this century 
the coming of the Son of Man was definitely announced by the Prophet 
Joseph. The world was told to prepare for it, and the methods of prepara- 
tion, acceptable to God, were explained. 

At present the so-called Christian world feels to a large extent the 
truth of ‘this message. To the testimony of the people of God is added 
the testimony of the signs of the times which indicate the passing of a 
long night and the approach of day.—Deseret News. 


DECREASE OF CRIME IN AUSTRALIA. 


AmonG the more encouraging features of social life in Australia is the 
increasing diminution of crime of every description. Statistics show that 
in New South Wales convictions for serious offences are scarcely so numer- 
ous as they were twenty years ago, notwithstanding the fact that the 

population has nearly doubled during the interval. The change, accord- 
ing to Mr. Coghlan, New South Wales Government Statistician, has come 
about owing to a general improvement in the community itself, and not 
to the reform of individuals by reason of the deterrent effect of punish- 
ment inflicted. According to Captain Neitenstein, Comptroller of New 
South Wales Prisons, the number of prisoners in the mother colony on 
December 31, 1897, was 2,230, while on December 31, 1898, it was 2,051, a 
decrease of 179, although the population of the colony had during that 
period increased by 22,780. ‘To go back to 1884: at that period one out of 
every 373 of the general population was in gaol. Now only one out of 
every 646 is so situated—an improvement in public morality 50 per cent. 
Allowing 10 per cent. for the operation of the First Offenders’ Act, 
whereby convicted persons are released under certain conditions, there 
remains an actual improvement of nearly 40 per cent. At the same time, 
however, the number of convictions in the higher courts of New South 
Wales is larger than any of the other colonies, with the exception of 
Western Australia. This is due to a number of causes. First among 
these may be mentioned the differences in the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the various colonies. For instance, South Australia and Tasmania have 
no intermediate courts. like quarter sessions of New South Wales and the 
district courts with criminal jurisdiction of some of the other colonies, 
and many persons who would be committed to higher courts in New 
South Wales are convicted in the magisterial courts of South Australia 
and Tasmania. Further, in Victoria magistrates have a much wider 
jurisdiction than in New South Wales, and many offenders who are 
summarily convicted in the former colony would have to be committed to 
a higher tribunal in the latter province. This question of the jurisdiction 
of the magistracy of the colonies is, consequently, one which considerably 
affects the criminal returns of the superior courts. Then, again, there is 
the great number of persons who drift from one part of the country to 


* * 
— äm— —— 
~ 


another in search of work. For many years there has been in New South 
Wales a large population whose abode in any district is determined by 
the existence of a demand for unskilled labor, and it is from the ranks of 
this floating population that a large proportion of the persons convicted 
of crime is derived. All the colonies have, to a greater or less extent, this 
class of population; but in New South Wales it is numerically the largest. 
As these people settle down to regular employment in a fixed abode and 
acquire interests apart from the excitements of an unsettled life, crime is 
found to diminish. The neighboring colony of Victoria, where the 
decrease of convictions has steadily kept pace with the settlement of its 
population, may be cited as an example of this truth, the proportion of 
convictions in 1897 being 35 per 100,000, as compared with 101 in 1866. . 

The primary objects of the improved prison system in New 
South Wales are, first, to prevent the association of first offenders, or 
prisoners undergoing short sentences with incorrigible criminals; and, 
secondly, to encourage them in acquiring habits of industry and a taste 
for intellectual recreation which may assist them, after their release, in 
becoming good and useful members of society.—JoHN PLUMMER, SYDNEY, 
New SoutH WALEs. 
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POETRY. 
TIME AND ETERNITY. 


What is Time? But a moment, the present, the now, 
It is ours when we have it, when past ’tis no more, 
It belongs to Eternities gone, while we wait, 

For the next one which comes from Eternity’s shore. 


Eternity! What? No beginning, no end! 
The universe swings in its infinite sweep; 
»Tis the day of the Gods, unbroken, intact, 
No finite can grasp it, or climb up its steep. 


SoutHamM.—Ester Southam, wife of Benjamin Southam, result of child-birth; born 
July 1, 1856, in Leicester, England; died December 3, 1899. 

Wit.tovucusy.—At Halloway, London, December 12, 1899, of diptheria, Albert 
Victor Willoughby, son of George and Alice Willoughby ; born June 22, 1896. 
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United States, including Hawaii and Porto Rico, comprises only 3,613,127, 
square miles. Even with the Philippines added, our area would be but 
3,727,453 square miles. With Cuba and other West Indian islands, the area 
would not reach 4,000,000 square miles. Should it, however, come to pass 
that Canada and Mexico would join us, there would be a domain of 
7,900,000 square miles. We would, it is seen, still rank only third in area, 
though undoubtedly the first in some other respects. 

The contributor to the Yorum also considers another alternative, that 
of the Union of the English-speaking race. In such an event a world- 
power would arise, holding a dowain of 20,000,000 square miles, or not far 
from half of the land surface of the earth. Such a power would be in a 
position to govern the affairs of this planet. 

It cannot be denied that the currents of the history of the world indicate 
some such consummation. Ever since the shattering to the winds of the 
great Roman empire—which, however, was only a miniature of present 
great powers—the world has been in commotion, but, as it was represented 
to the ancient Prophet in the vision, another great power arose out of the 
never resting waves. There has been, and there is, a tendency toward 
expansion, toward union and empire-building, and in this gigantic com- 
petition the Slavonic and the Anglo-Saxon races are foremost, one repre- 
senting the principle of autocracy and the other democracy. Should then 
finally the smaller powers affiliate themselves with the one or the other, 
the world would be divided practically in two vast camps with the pre- 
ponderance of power on the Anglo-Saxon side. 

Students of the sacred Scriptures are confidently looking forward toa 
time when power and dominion and glory shall be given to Him whose 
right it is to rule on earth, as in heaven. At times this idea has been 
ridiculed as the dream of enthusiasts. But if we interpret correctly the 
present signs of the times, they all speak of the approach of that happy 
consummation. The Anglo-Saxon race, notwithstanding all imperfections 
and errors, has been the jealous guardian of the divine oracles, as were 
the Hebrews during their dispensation, and the Romans later. It is con- 
ceivable and highly probable that the predominance of the Anglo-Saxon 
is the nearest evolutionary stage to that higher one, which is spoken of as 
the Millennium. 

The history of the dovtrine relating to this subject is instructive. 

Among the primitive Christians the return of the Savior in glory was 
immediately expected, though the Apostles plainly stated that His 
absence would be prolonged. Early post-Apostolic writers, Justin for 
instance, looked forward to a time when the Saints should inhabit Jeru- 
salem and the Lord appear in their midst. 
In the third century, Origen and other exponents of the Alexandrian 
school, combatted the belief in a terrestrial Millennium, and maintained a 
“spiritual” interpretation of all passages relating to that subject. Augus- 
tine held that the Millennium started with the proclamation of the Gospel 
by the first Apostles, and that it would last six thousand years, at the 
expiration of which time Satan would again be “loosed.” 

During the Middle Ages the belief preponderated that the Millennium 
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was not far from its close. In the 17th century the expectation of a 
future Millennium of bliss and the universal triumph of truth and 
righteousness was revived through the study ef the Scriptures by such 
men as Joseph Mede and others who followed him. But in this century 
the coming of the Son of Man was definitely announced by the Prophet 
Joseph. The world was told to prepare for it, and the methods of prepara- 
tion, acceptable to God, were explained. 

At present the so-called Christian world feels to a large extent the 
truth of this message. To the testimony of the people of God is added 
the testimony of the signs of the times which indicate the passing of a 
long night and the approach of day. Deseret News. 
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DECREASE OF CRIME IN AUSTRALIA. 


AmonG the more encouraging features of social life in Australia is the 
increasing diminution of crime of every description. Statistics show that 
ia New South Wales convictions for serious offences are scarcely so numer- 
ous as they were twenty years ago, notwithstanding the fact that the 
population has nearly doubled during the interval. The change, accord- 
‘ing to Mr. Coghlan, New South Wales Government Statistician, has come 
about owing toa general improvement in the community itself, and not 
to the reform of individuals by reason of the deterrent effect of punish- 
ment inflicted. According to Captain Neitenstein, Comptroller of New 
South Wales Prisons, the number of prisoners in the mother colony on 
December 31, 1897, was 2,230, while on December 31, 1898, it was 2,051, a 
decrease of 179, although the population of the colony had during that 
period increased by 22,780. To go back to 1884: at that period one out of 
every 373 of the general population was in gaol. Now only one out of 
every 646 is so situated—an improvement in public morality 50 per cent. 
Allowing 10 per cent. for the operation of the First Offenders’ Act, 
whereby convicted persons are released under certain conditions, there 
remains an actual improvement of nearly 40 per cent. At the same time, 
however, the number of convictions in the higher courts of New South 
Wales is larger than any of the other colonies, with the exception of 
Western Australia. This is due to a number of causes. First among 
these may be mentioned the differences in the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the various colonies. For instance, South Australia and Tasmania have 
no intermediate courts. like quarter sessions of New South Wales and the 
district courts with criminal jurisdiction of some of the other colonies, 
and many persons who would be committed to higher courts in New 
South Wales are convicted in the magisterial courts of South Australia 
and Tasmania. Further, in Victoria magistrates have a much wider 
jurisdiction than in New South Wales, and many offenders who are 
summarily convicted in the former colony would have to be committed to 
a higher tribunal in the latter province. This question of the jurisdiction 
of the magistracy of the colonies is, consequently, one which considerably 
affects the criminal returns of the superior courts. Then, again, there is 
the great number of persons who drift from one part of the country to 
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United States, including Hawaii and Porto Rico, comprises only 3,613,127, 
square miles. Even with the Philippines added, our area would be but 
3,727,453 square miles. With Cuba and other West Indian islands, the area 
would not reach 4,000,000 square miles. Should it, however, come to pass 
that Canada and Mexico would join us, there would be a domain of 
7,900,000 square miles. We would, it is seen, still rank only third in area, 
though undoubtedly the first in some other respects. 

The contributor to the Forum also considers another alternative, that 
of the Union of the English-speaking race. In such an event a world- 
power would arise, holding a domain of 20,000,000 square miles, or not far 
from half of the Jand surface of the earth. Such a power would be in a 
position to govern the affairs of this planet. 

It cannot be denied that the currents of the history of the world indicate 
some such consummation. Ever since the shattering to the winds of the 
great Roman empire—which, however, was only a miniature of present 
great powers—the world has been in commotion, but, as it was represented 
to the ancient Prophet in the vision, another great power arose out of the 
never resting waves. There has been, and there is, a tendency toward 
expansion, toward union and empire-building, and in this gigantic com- 
petition the Slavonic and the Anglo-Saxon races are foremost, one repre- 
senting the principle of autocracy and the other democracy. Should then 
finally the smaller powers affiliate themselves with the one or the other, 
the world would be divided practically in two vast camps with the pre- 
ponderance of power on the Anglo-Saxon side. 

Students of the sacred Scriptures are confidently looking forward toa 
time when power and dominion and glory shall be given to Him whose 
right it is to rule on earth, as in heaven. At times this idea has been 
ridiculed as the dream of enthusiasts. But if we interpret correctly the 
present signs of the times, they all speak of the approach of that happy 
consummation. The Anglo-Saxon race, notwithstanding all imperfections 
and errors, has been the jealous guardian of the divine oracles, as were 
the Hebrews during their dispensation, and the Romans later. It is con- 
ceivable and highly probable that the predominance of the Anglo-Saxon 
is the nearest evolutionary stage to that higher one, which is spoken of as 
the Millennium. 

The history of the doctrine relating to this subject is instructive. 

Among the primitive Christians the return of the Savior in glory was 
immediately expected, though the Apostles plainly stated that His 
absence would be prolonged. Early post-Apostolic writers, Justin for 
instance, looked forward to a time when the Saints should inhabit Jeru- 
salem and the Lord appear in their midst. 
In the third century, Origen and other exponents of the Alexandrian 
school, combatted the belief in a terrestrial Millennium, and maintained a 
“spiritual” interpretation of all passages relating to that subject. Augus- 
tine held that the Millennium started with the proclamation of the Gospel 
by the first Apostles, and that it would last six thousand years, at the 
expiration of which time Satan would again be “loosed.” 

During the Middle Ages the belief preponderated that the Millennium 
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was not far from its close. In the 17th century the expectation of a 
future Millennium of bliss and the universal triumph of truth and 
righteousness was revived through the study ef the Scriptures by such 
men as Joseph Mede and others who followed him. But in this century 
the coming of the Son of Man was definitely announced by the Prophet 
Joseph. The world was told to prepare for it, and the methods of prepara- 
tion, acceptable to God, were explained. 

At present the so-called Christian world feels to a large extent the 
truth of this message. To the testimony of the people of God is added 
the testimony of the signs of the times which indicate the passing of a 
long night and the approach of day.— Deseret News. 


DECREASE OF CRIME IN AUSTRALIA. 


AmMoNG the more encouraging features of social life in Australia is the 
increasing diminution of crime of every description. Statistics show that 
in New South Wales convictions for serious offences are scarcely so numer- 
ous as they were twenty years ago, notwithstanding the fact that the 

population has nearly doubled during the interval. The change, accord- 
ing to Mr. Coghlan, New South Wales Government Statistician, has come 
about owing toa general improvement in the community itself, and not 
to the reform of individuals by reason of the deterrent effect of punish- 
ment inflicted. According to Captain Neitenstein, Comptroller of New 
South Wales Prisons, the number of prisoners in the mother colony on 
December 31, 1897, was 2,230, while on December 31, 1898, it was 2,051, a 
decrease of 179, although the population of the colony had during that 
period increased by 22,780. ‘To go back to 1884: at that period one out of 
every 373 of the general population was in gaol. Now only one out of 
every 646 is so situated—an improvement in public morality 50 per cent. 
Allowing 10 per cent. for the operation of the First Offenders’ Act, 
whereby convicted persons are released under certain conditions, there 
remains an actual improvement of nearly 40 per cent. At the same time, 
however, the number of convictions in the higher courts of New South 
Wales is larger than any of the other colonies, with the exception of 
Western Australia. This is due to a number of causes. First among 
these may be mentioned the differences in the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the various colonies. For instance, South Australia and Tasmania have 
no intermediate courts. like quarter sessions of New South Wales and the 
district courts with criminal jurisdiction of some of the other colonies, 
and many persons who would be committed to higher courts in New 
South Wales are convicted in the magisterial courts of South Australia 
and Tasmania. Further, in Victoria magistrates have a much wider 
jurisdiction than in New South Wales, and many offenders who are 
summarily convicted in the former colony would have to be committed to 
a higher tribunal in the latter province. This question of the jurisdiction 
of the magistracy of the colonies is, consequently, one which considerably 
affects the criminal returns of the superior courts. Then, again, there is 
the great number of persons who drift from one part of the country to 
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United States, including Hawaii and Porto Rico, comprises only 3,613,127, 
square miles. Even with the Philippines added, our area would be but 
3,727,453 square miles. With Cuba and other West Indian islands, the area 
would not reach 4,000,000 square miles. Should it, however, come to pass 
that Canada and Mexico would join us, there would be a domain of 
7,900,000 square miles. We would, it is seen, still rank only third in area, 
thoagh undoubtedly the first in some other respects. 

The contributor to the Forum also considers another alternative, that 
of the Union of the English-speaking race. In such an event a world- 
power would arise, holding a domain of 20,000,000 square miles, or not far 
from half of the land surface of the earth. Such a power would be in a 
position to govern the affairs of this planet. 

It cannot be denied that the currents of the history of the world indicate 
some such consummation. Ever since the shattering to the winds of the 
great Roman empire—which, however, was only a miniature of present 
great powers—the world has been in commotion, but, as it was represented 
to the ancient Prophet in the vision, another great power arose out of the 
never resting waves. There has been, and there is, a tendency toward 
expansion, toward union and empire-building, and in this gigantic com- 
petition theSlavonic and the Anglo-Saxon races are foremost, one repre- 
senting the principle of autocracy and the other democracy. Should then 
finally the smaller powers affiliate themselves with the one or the other, 
the world would be divided practically in two vast camps with the pre- 
ponderance of power on the Anglo-Saxon side. 

Students of the sacred Scriptures are confidently looking forward toa 
time when power and dominion and glory shall be given to Him whose 
right it is to rule on earth, as in heaven. At times this idea has been 
ridiculed as the dream of enthusiasts. But if we interpret correctly the 
present signs of the times, they all speak of the approach of that happy 
consummation. The Anglo-Saxon race, notwithstanding all imperfections 
and errors, has been the jealous guardian of the divine oracles, as were 
the Hebrews during their dispensation, and the Romans later. It is con- 
ceivable and highly probable that the predominance of the Anglo-Saxon 
is the nearest evolutionary stage to that higher one, which is spoken of as 
the Millennium. 

The history of the doctrine relating to this subject is instructive. 

Among the primitive Christians the return of the Savior in glory was 
immediately expected, though the Apostles plainly stated that His 
absence would be prolonged. Early post-Apostolic writers, Justin for 
instance, looked forward to a time when the Saints should inhabit Jeru- 
salem and the Lord appear in their midst. 
In the third century, Origen and other exponents of the Alexandrian 
school, combatted the belief in a terrestrial Millennium, and maintained a 
“spiritual” interpretation of all passages relating to that subject. Augus- 
tine held that the Millennium started with the proclamation of the Gospel 
by the first Apostles, and that it would last six thousand years, at the 
expiration of which time Satan would again be “loosed.” 

During the Middle Ages the belief preponderated that the Millennium 
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was not far from its close. In the 17th century the expectation of a 
future Millennium of bliss and the universal triumph of truth and 
righteousness was revived through the study ef the Scriptures by such 
men as Josepli Mede and others who followed him. But in this century 
the coming of the Son of Man was definitely announced by the Prophet 
Joseph. The world was told to prepare for it, and the methods of prepara- 
tion, acceptable to God, were explained. 

At present the so-called Christian world feels to a large extent the 
truth of ‘this message. To the testimony of the people of God is added 
the testimony of the signs of the times which indicate the passing of a 
long night and the approach of day. Deseret News. 
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DECREASE OF CRIME IN AUSTRALIA. 


AmoNnG the more encouraging features of social life in Australia is the 
increasing diminution of crime of every description. Statistics show that 
in New South Wales convictions for serious offences are scarcely so numer- 
ous as they were twenty years ago, notwithstanding the fact that the 
population has nearly doubled during the interval. The change, accord- 
‘ing to Mr. Coghlan, New South Wales Government Statistician, has come 
about owing to a general improvement in the community itself, and not 
to the reform of individuals by reason of the deterrent effect of punish- 
ment inflicted. According to Captain Neitenstein, Comptroller of New 
South Wales Prisons, the number of prisoners in the mother colony on 
December 31, 1897, was 2,230, while on December 31, 1898, it was 2,051, a 
decrease of 179, aluhough the population of the colony had during that 
period increased by 22,780. To go back to 1884: at that period one out of 
every 373 of the general population was in gaol. Now only one out of 
every 646 is so situated—an improvement in public morality 50 per cent. 
Allowing 10 per cent. for the operation of the First Offenders’ Act, 
whereby convicted persons are released under certain conditions, there 
remains an actual improvement of nearly 40 per cent. At the same time, 
however, the number of convictions in the higher courts of New South 
Wales is larger than any of the other colonies, with the exception of 
Western Australia. This is due to a number of causes. First among 
these may be mentioned the differences in the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the various colonies. For instance, South Australia and Tasmania have 
no intermediate courts. like quarter sessions of New South Wales and the 
district courts with criminal jurisdiction of some of the other colonies, 
and many persons who would be committed to higher courts in New 
South Wales are convicted in the magisterial courts of South Australia 
and Tasmania. Further, in Victoria magistrates have a much wider 
jurisdiction than in New South Wales, and many offenders who are 
summarily convicted in the former colony would have to be committed to 
a higher tribunal in the latter province. This question of the jurisdiction 
of the magistracy of the colonies is, consequently, one which considerably 
affects the criminal returns of the superior courts. Then, again, there is 
the great number of persons who drift from one part of the country to 
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United States, including Hawaii and Porto Rico, comprises only 3,613,127, 
square miles. Even with the Philippines added, our area would be but 
3,727,453 square miles. With Cuba and other West Indian islands, the area 
would not reach 4,000,000 square miles. Should it, however, come to pass 
that Canada and Mexico would join us, there would be a domain of 
7,900,000 square miles. We would, it is seen, still rank only third in area, 
though undoubtedly the first in some other respects. 

The contributor to the Forum also considers another alternative, that 
of the Union of the English-speaking race. In such an event a world- 
power would arise, holding a domain of 20,000,000 square miles, or not far 
from half of the land surface of the earth. Such a power would be in a 
position to govern the affairs of this planet. 

It cannot be denied that the currents of the history of the world indicate 
some such consummation. Ever since the shattering to the winds of the 
great Roman empire—which, however, was only a miniature of present 
great powers—the world has been in commotion, but, as it was represented 
to the ancient Prophet in the vision, another great power arose out of the 
never resting waves. There has been, and there is, a tendency toward 
expansion, toward union and empire-building, and in this gigantic. com- 
petition the Slavonic and the Anglo-Saxon races are foremost, one repre- 
senting the principle of autocracy and the other democracy. Should then 
finally the smaller powers affiliate themselves with the one or the other, 
the world would be divided practically in two vast camps with the pre- 
ponderance of power on the Anglo-Saxon side. 

Students of the sacred Scriptures are confidently looking forward toa 
time when power and dominion and glory shall be given to Him whose 
right it is to rule on earth, as in heaven. At times this idea has been 
ridiculed as the dream of enthusiasts. But if we interpret correctly the 
present signs of the times, they all speak of the approach of that happy 
consummation. The Anglo-Saxon race, notwithstanding all imperfections 
and errors, has been the jealous guardian of the divine oracles, as were 
the Hebrews during their dispensation, and the Romans later. It is con- 
ceivable and highly probable that the predominance of the Anglo-Saxon 
is the nearest evolutionary stage to that higher one, which is spoken of as 
the Millennium. 

The history of the doctrine relating to this subject is instructive. 

Among the primitive Christians the return of the Savior in glory was 
immediately expected, though the Apostles plainly stated that His 
absence would be prolonged. Early post-Apostolic writers, Justin for 
instance, looked forward to a time when the Saints shduld inhabit Jeru- 
salem and the Lord appear in their midst. 
In the third century, Origen and other exponents of the Alexandrian 
school, combatted the belief in a terrestrial Millennium, and maintained a 
“spiritual” interpretation of all passages relating to that subject. Augus- 
tine held that the Millennium started with the proclamation of the Gospel 
by the first Apostles, and that it would last six thousand years, at the 
expiration of which time Satan would again be “loosed.” 

During the Middle Ages the belief preponderated that the Millennium 
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was not far from its close. In the 17th century the expectation of a 
future Millennium of bliss and the universal triumph of truth and 
righteousness was revived through the study ef the Scriptures by such 
men as Joseph Mede and others who followed him. But in this century 
the coming of the Son of Man was definitely announced by the Prophet 
Joseph. The world was told to prepare for it, and the methods of prepara- 
tion, acceptable to God, were explained. 

At present the so-called Christian world feels to a large extent the 
truth of ‘this message. To the testimony of the people of God is added 
the testimony of the signs of the times which indicate the passing of a 
long night and the approach of day.— Deseret News. 


DECREASE OF CRIME IN AUSTRALIA. 


Amona the more encouraging features of social life in Australia is the 
increasing diminution of crime of every description. Statistics show that 
in New South Wales convictions for serious offences are scarcely so numer- 
ous as they were twenty years ago, notwithstanding the fact that the 

population has nearly doubled during the interval. The change, accord- 
ing to Mr. Coghlan, New South Wales Government Statistician, has come 
about owing toa general improvement in the community itself, and not 
to the reform of individuals by reason of the deterrent effect of punish- 
ment inflicted. According to Captain Neitenstein, Comptroller of New 
South Wales Prisons, the number of prisoners in the mother colony on 
December 31, 1897, was 2,230, while on December 31, 1898, it was 2,051, a 
decrease of 179, although the population of the colony had during that 
period increased by 22,780. To go back to 1884: at that period one out of 
every 373 of the general population was in gaol. Now only one out of 
every 646 is so situated—an improvement in public morality 50 per cent. 
Allowing 10 per cent. for the operation of the First Offenders’ Act, 
whereby convicted persons are released under certain conditions, there 
remains an actual improvement of nearly 40 per cent. At the sawe time, 
however, the number of convictions in the higher courts of New South 
Wales is larger than any of the other colonies, with the exception of 
Western Australia. This is due to a number of causes. First among 
these may be mentioned the differences in the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the various colonies. For instance, South Australia and Tasmania have 
no intermediate courts. like quarter sessions of New South Wales and the 
district courts with criminal jurisdiction of some of the other colonies, 
and many persons who would be committed to higher courts in New 
South Wales are convicted in the magisterial courts of South Australia 
and Tasmania. Further, in Victoria magistrates have a much wider 
jurisdiction than in New South Wales, and many offenders who are 
summarily convicted in the former colony would have to be committed to 
a higher tribunal in the latter province. This question of the jurisdiction 
of the magistracy of the colonies is, consequently, one which considerably 
affects the criminal returns of the superior courts. Then, again, there is 
the great number of persons who drift from one part of the country to 
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United States, including Hawaii and Porto Rico, comprises only 3,613,127, 
square miles. Even with the Philippines added, our area would be but 
3,727,453 square miles. With Cuba and other West Indian islands, the area 
would not reach 4,000,000 square miles. Should it, however, come to pass 
that Canada and Mexico would join us, there would be a domain of 
7,900,000 square miles. We would, it is seen, still rank only third in area, 
though undoubtedly the first in some other respects. 

The contributor to the Yorum also considers another alternative, that 
of the Union of the English-speaking race. In such an event a world- 
power would arise, holding a dowain of 20,000,000 square miles, or not far 
from half of the land surface of the earth. Such a power would be in a 
position to govern the affairs of this planet. 

It cannot be denied that the currents of the history of the world indicate 
some such consummation. Ever since the shattering to the winds of the 
great Roman empire—which, however, was only a miniature of present 
great powers—the world has been in commotion, but, as it was represented 
to the ancient Prophet in the vision, another great power arose out of the 
never resting waves. There has been, and there is, a tendency toward 
expansion, toward union and empire-building, and in this gigantic. com- 
petition the Slavonic and the Anglo-Saxon races are foremost, one repre- 
senting the principle of autocracy and the other democracy. Should then 
finally the smaller powers affiliate themselves with the one or the other, 
the world would be divided practically in two vast camps with the pre- 
ponderance of power on the Anglo-Saxon side. 

Students of the sacred Scriptures are confidently looking forward toa 
time when power and dominion and glory shall be given to Him whoge 
right it is to rule on earth, as in heaven. At times this idea hss been 
ridiculed as the dream of enthusiasts. But if we interpret correctly the 
present signs of the times, they all speak of the approach of that happy 
consummation. The Anglo-Saxon race, notwithstanding all imperfections 
and errors, has been the jealous guardian of the divine oracles, as were 
the Hebrews during their dispensation, and the Romans later. It is con- 
ceivable and highly probable that the predominance of the Anglo-Saxon 
is the nearest evolutionary stage to that higher one, which is spoken of as 
the Millennium. 

The history of the doctrine relating to this subject is instructive. 

Among the primitive Christians the return of the Savior in glory was 
immediately expected, though the Apostles plainly stated that His 
absence would be prolonged. Early post-Apostolic writers, Justin for 
instance, looked forward to a time when the Saints should inhabit Jeru- 
salem and the Lord appear in their midst. 
In the third century, Origen and other exponents of the Alexandrian 
school, combatted the belief in a terrestrial Millennium, and maintained a 
“spiritual” interpretation of al] passages relating to that subject. Augus- 
tine held that the Millennium started with the proclamation of the Gospel 
by the first Apostles, and that it would last six thousand years, at the 
expiration of which time Satan would again be “loosed.” 

During the Middle Ages the belief preponderated that the Millennium 
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was not far from its close. In the 17th century the expectation of a 
future Millennium of bliss and the universal triümph of truth and 
righteousness was revived through the study ef the Scriptures by such 
men as Joseph Mede and others who followed him. But in this century 
the coming of the Son of Man was definitely announced by the Prophet 
Joseph. The world was told to prepare for it, and the methods of prepara- 
tion, acceptable to God, were explained. 

At present the so-called Christian world feels to a large extent the 
truth of ‘this message. To the testimony of the people of God is added 
the testimony of the signs of the times which indicate the passing of a 
long night and the approach of day.— Deseret News. 


DECREASE OF CRIME IN AUSTRALIA. 


Auoxd the more encouraging features of social life in Australia is the 
increasing diminution of crime of every description. Statistics show that 
ia New South Wales convictions for serious offences are scarcely so numer- 
ous as they were twenty years ago, notwithstanding the fact that the 

population has nearly doubled during the interval. The change, accord- 
ing to Mr. Coghlan, New South Wales Government Statistician, has come 
about owing toa general improvement in the community itself, and not 
to the reform of individuals by reason of the deterrent effect of punish- 
ment inflicted. According to Captain Neitenstein, Comptroller of New 
South Wales Prisons, the number of prisoners in the mother colony on 
December 31, 1897, was 2,230, while on December 31, 1898, it was 2,051, a 
decrease of 179, although the population of the colony had during that 
period increased by 22,780. ‘To go back to 1884: at that period one out of 
every 373 of the general population was in gaol. Now only one out of 
every 646 is so situated—an improvement in public morality 50 per cent. 
Allowing 10 per cent. for the operation of the First Offenders’ Act, 
whereby convicted persons are released under certain conditions, there 
remains an actual improvement of nearly 40 per cent. At the same time, 
however, the number of convictions in the higher courts of New South 
Wales is larger than any of the other colonies, with the exception of 
Western Australia. This is due to a number of causes. First among 
these may be mentioned the differences in the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the various colonies. For instance, South Australia and Tasmania have 
no intermediate courts. like quarter sessions of New South Wales and the 
district courts with criminal jurisdiction of some of the other colonies, 
and many persons who would be committed to higher courts in New 
South Wales are convicted in the magisterial courts of South Australia 
and Tasmania. Further, in Victoria magistrates have a much wider 
jurisdiction than in New South Wales, and many offenders who are 
summarily convicted in the former colony would have to be committed to 
a higher tribunal in the latter province. This question of the jurisdiction 
of the magistracy of the colonies is, consequently, one which considerably 
affects the criminal returns of the superior courts. Then, again, there is 
the great number of persons who drift from one part of the country to 
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United States, including Hawaii and Porto Rico, comprises only 3,613,127, 
square miles. Even with the Philippines added, our area would be but 
3,727,453 square miles. With Cuba and other West Indian islands, the area 
would not reach 4,000,000 square miles. Should it, however, come to pass 
that Canada and Mexico would join us, there would be a domain of 
7,900,000 square miles. We would, it is seen, still rank only third in area, 
though undoubtedly the first in some other respects. 

The contributor to the Yorum also considers another alternative, that 
of the Union of the English-speaking race. In such an event a world- 
power would arise, holding a dowain of 20,000,000 square miles, or not far 
from half of the land surface of the earth. Such a power would be in a 
position to govern the affairs of this planet. 

It cannot be denied that the currents of the history of the world indicate 
some such consummation. Ever since the shattering to the winds of the 
great Roman empire—which, however, was only a miniature of present 
great powers—the world has been in commotion, but, as it was represented 
to the ancient Prophet in the vision, another great power arose out of the 
never resting waves. There has been, and there is, a tendency toward 
expansion, toward union and empire-building, and in this gigantic com- 
petition the Slavonic and the Anglo-Saxon races are foremost, one repre- 
senting the principle of autocracy and the other democracy. Should then 
finally the smaller powers affiliate themselves with the one or the other, 
the world would be divided practically in two vast camps with the pre- 
ponderance of power on the Anglo-Saxon side. 

Students of the sacred Scriptures are confidently looking forward toa 
time when power and dominion and glory shall be given to Him whose 
right it is to rule on earth, as in heaven. At times this idea has been 
ridiculed as the dream of enthusiasts. But if we interpret correctly the 
present signs of the times, they all speak of the approach of that happy 
consummation. The Anglo-Saxon race, notwithstanding all imperfections 
and errors, has been the jealous guardian of the divine oracles, as were 
the Hebrews during their dispensation, and the Romans later. It is con- 
ceivable and highly probable that the predominance of the Anglo-Saxon 
is the nearest evolutionary stage to that higher one, which is spoken of as 
the Millennium. 

The history of the doctrine relating to this subject is instructive. 
Among the primitive Christians the return of the Savior in glory was 
immediately expected, though the Apostles plainly stated that His 
absence would be prolonged. Early post-Apostolic writers, Justin for 
instance, looked forward to a time when the Saints should inhabit Jeru- 
salem and the Lord appear in their midst. | 
n the third century, Origen and other exponents of the Alexandrian 
school, combatted the belief in a terrestrial Millennium, and maintained a 
“spiritual” interpretation of all passages relating to that subject. Augus- 
tine held that the Millennium started with the proclamation of the Gospel 
by the first Apostles, and that it would last six thousand years, at the 
expiration of which time Satan would again be “loosed.” 

During the Middle Ages the belief preponderated that the Millennium 
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was not far from its close. In the 17th century the expectation of a 
future Millennium of bliss and the universal triümph of truth and 
righteousness was revived through the study ef the Scriptures by such 
men as Joseph Mede and others who followed him. But in this century 
the coming of the Son of Man was definitely announced by the Prophet 
Joseph. The world was told to prepare for it, and the methods of prepara- 
tion, acceptable to God, were explained. 

At present the so-called Christian world feels to a large extent the 
truth of this message. To the testimony of the people of God is added 
the testimony of the signs of the times which indicate the passing of a 
long night and the approach of day.— Deseret News. 


DECREASE OF CRIME IN AUSTRALIA. 


AmoneG the more encouraging features of social life in Australia is the 
increasing diminution of crime of every description. Statistics show that 
ia New South Wales convictions for serious offences are scarcely so numer- 
ous as they were twenty years ago, notwithstanding the fact that the 
population has nearly doubled during the interval. The change, accord- 
‘ing to Mr. Coghlan, New South Wales Government Statistician, has come 
about owing to a general improvement in the community itself, and not 
to the reform of individuals by reason of the deterrent effect of punish- 
ment inflicted. According to Captain Neitenstein, Comptroller of New 
South Wales Prisons, the number of prisoners in the mother colony on 
December 31, 1897, was 2,230, while on December 31, 1898, it was 2,051, a 
decrease of 179, although the population of the colony had during that 
period increased by 22,780. To go back to 1884: at that period one out of 
every 373 of the general population was in gaol. Now only one out of 
every 646 is so situated—an improvement in public morality 50 per cent. 
Allowing 10 per cent. for the operation of the First Offenders’ Act, 
whereby convicted persons are released under certain conditions, there 
remains an actual improvement of nearly 40 per cent. At the same time, 
however, the number of convictions in the higher courts of New South 
Wales is larger than any of the other colonies, with the exception of 
Western Australia. This is due to a number of causes. First among 
these may be mentioned the differences in the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the various colonies. For instance, South Australia and Tasmania have 
no intermediate courts. like quarter sessions of New South Wales and the 
district courts with criminal jurisdiction of some of the other colonies, 
and many persons who would be committed to higher courts in New 
South Wales are convicted in the magisterial courts of South Australia 
and Tasmania. Further, in Victoria magistrates have a much wider 
jurisdiction than in New South Wales, and many offenders who are 
summarily convicted in the former colony would have to be committed to 
a higher tribunal in the latter province. This question of the jurisdiction 
of the magistracy of the colonies is, consequently, one which considerably 
affects the criminal returns of the superior courts. Then, again, there is 
the great number of persons who drift from one part of the country to 
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United States, including Hawaii and Porto Rico, comprises only 3,613,127, 
square miles. Even with the Philippines added, our area would be but 
3,727, 453 square miles. With Cuba and other West Indian islands, the area 
would not reach 4,000,000 square miles. Should it, however, come to pass 
that Canada and Mexico would join us, there would be a domain of 
7,900,000 square miles. We would, it is seen, still rank only third in area, 
though undoubtedly the first in some other respects. 

The contributor to the Yorum also considers another alternative, that 
of the Union of the English-speaking race. In such an event a world- 
power would arise, holding a domain of 20,000,000 square miles, or not far 
from half of the land surface of the earth. Such a power would be in a 
position to govern the affairs of this planet. 

It cannot be denied that the currents of the history of the world indicate 
some such consummation. Ever since the shattering to the winds of the 
great Roman empire—which, however, was only a miniature of present 
great powers—the world has been in commotion, but, as it was represented 
to the ancient Prophet in the vision, another great power arose out of the 
never resting waves. There has been, and there is, a tendency toward 
expansion, toward union and empire-building, and in this gigantic. com- 
petition the Slavonic and the Anglo-Saxon races are foremost, one repre- 
senting the principle of autocracy and the other democracy. Should then 
finally the smaller powers affiliate themselves with the one or the other, 
the world would be divided practically in two vast camps with the pre- 
ponderance of power on the Anglo-Saxon side. 

Students of the sacred Scriptures are confidently looking forward toa 
time when power and dominion and glory shall be given to Him whoge 
right it is to rule on earth, as in heaven. At times this idea has been 
ridiculed as the dream of enthusiasts. But if we interpret correctly the 
present signs of the times, they all speak of the approach of that happy 
consummation. The Anglo-Saxon race, notwithstanding all imperfections 
and errors, has been the jealous guardian of the divine oracles, as were 
the Hebrews during their dispensation, and the Romans later. It is con- 
ceivable and highly probable that the predominance of the Anglo-Saxon 
is the nearest evolutionary stage to that higher one, which is spoken of as 
the Millennium. 

The history of the doctrine relating to this subject is instructive. 

Among the primitive Christians the return of the Savior in glory was 
immediately expected, though the Apostles plainly stated that His 
absence would be prolonged. Early post-Apostolic writers, Justin for 
instance, looked forward toa time when the Saints should inhabit Jeru- 
salem and the Lord appear in their midst. 
In the third century, Origen and other exponents of the Alexandrian 
school, combatted the belief in a terrestrial Millennium, and maintained a 
“spiritual” interpretation of all passages relating to that subject. Augus- 
tine held that the Millennium started with the proclamation of the Gospel 
by the first Apostles, and that it would last six thousand years, at the 
expiration of which time Satan would again be “loosed.” 

During the Middle Ages the belief preponderated that the Millennium 
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was not far from its close. In the 17th century the expectation of a 
future Millennium of bliss and the universal triümph of truth and 
righteousness was revived through the study ef the Scriptures by such 
men as Joseph Mede and others who followed him. But in this century 
the coming of the Son of Man was definitely announced by the Prophet 
Joseph. The world was told to prepare for it, and the methods of prepara- 
tion, acceptable to God, were explained. 

At present the so-called Christian world feels to a large extent the 
truth of this message. To the testimony of the people of God is added 
the testimony of the signs of the times which indicate the passing of a 
long night and the approach of day.— Deseret News. 


DECREASE OF CRIME IN AUSTRALIA. 


Amona the more encouraging features of social life in Australia is the 
increasing diminution of crime of every description. Statistics show that 
in New South Wales convictions for serious offences are scarcely so numer- 
ous as they were twenty years ago, notwithstanding the fact that the 
population has nearly doubled during the interval. The change, accord- 
ing to Mr. Coghlan, New South Wales Government Statistician, has come 
about owing toa general improvement in the community itself, and not 
to the reform of individuals by reason of the deterrent effect of punish- 
ment inflicted. According to Captain Neitenstein, Comptroller of New 
South Wales Prisons, the number of prisoners in the mother colony on 
December 31, 1897, was 2,230, while on December 31, 1898, it was 2,051, a 
decrease of 179, although the population of the colony had during that 
period increased by 22,780. ‘To go back to 1884: at that period one out of 
every 373 of the general population was in gaol. Now only one out of 
every 646 is so situated—an improvement in public morality 50 per cent. 
Allowing 10 per cent. for the operation of the First Offenders’ Act, 
whereby convicted persons are released under certain conditions, there 
remains an actual improvement of nearly 40 per cent. At the same time, 
however, the number of convictions in the higher courts of New South 
Wales is larger than any of the other colonies, with the exception of 
Western Australia. This is due to a number of causes. First among 
these may be mentioned the differences in the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the various colonies. For instance, South Australia and Tasmania have 
no intermediate courts. like quarter sessions of New South Wales and the 
district courts with criminal jurisdiction of some of the other colonies, 
and many persons who would be committed to higher courts in New 
South Wales are convicted in the magisterial courts of South Australia 
and Tasmania. Further, in Victoria magistrates have a much wider 
jurisdiction than in New South Wales, and many offenders who are 
summarily convicted in the former colony would have to be committed to 
a higher tribunal in the latter province. This question of the jurisdiction 
of the magistracy of the colonies is, consequently, one which considerably 
affects the criminal returns of the superior courts. Then, again, there is 
the great number of persons who drift from one part of the country to 
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United States, including Hawaii and Porto Rico, comprises only 3,613,427, 
square miles. Even with the Philippines added, our area would be but 
3,727,453 square miles. With Cuba and other West Indian islands, the area 
would not reach 4,000,000 square miles. Should it, however, come to pass 
that Canada and Mexico would join us, there would be a domain of 
7,900,000 square miles. We would, it is seen, still rank only third in area, 
though undoubtedly the first in some other respects. 

The contributor to the Yorum also considers another alternative, that 
of the Union of the English-speaking race. In such an event a world- 
power would arise, holding a domain of 20,000,000 square miles, or not far 
from half of the land surface of the earths Such a power would be in a 
position to govern the affairs of this planet. 

It cannot be denied that the currents of the history of the world indicate 
some such consummation. Ever since the shattering to the winds of the 
great Roman empire which, however, was only a miniature of present 
great powers—the world has been in commotion, but, as it was represented 
to the ancient Prophet in the vision, another great power arose out of the 
never resting waves. There has been, and there is, a tendency toward 
expansion, toward union and empire-building, and in this gigantic. com- 
petition the Slavonic and the Anglo-Saxon races are foremost, one repre- 
senting the principle of autocracy and the other democracy. Should then 
finally the smaller powers affiliate themselves with the one or the other, 
the world would be divided practically in two vast camps with the pre- 
ponderance of power on the Anglo-Saxon side. 

Students of the sacred Scriptures are confidently looking forward toa 
time when power and dominion and glory shall be given to Him whoge 
right it is to rule on earth, as in heaven. At times this idea has been 
ridiculed as the dream of enthusiasts. But if we interpret correctly the 
present signs of the times, they all speak of the approach of that happy 
consummation. The Anglo-Saxon race, notwithstanding all imperfections 
and errors, has been the jealous guardian of the divine oracles, as were 
the Hebrews during their dispensation, and the Romans later. It is con- 
ceivable and highly probable that the predominance of the Anglo-Saxon 
is the nearest evolutionary stage to that higher one, which is spoken of as 
the Millennium. 

The history of the dovtrine relating to this subject is instructive. 

Among the primitive Christians the return of the Savior in glory was 
immediately expected, though the Apostles plainly stated that His 
absence would be prolonged. Early post-Apostolic writers, Justin for 
instance, looked forward to a time when the Saints should inhabit Jeru- 
salem and the Lord appear in their midst. 
In the third century, Origen and other exponents of the Alexandrian 
school, combatted the belief in a terrestrial Millennium, and maintained a 
“spiritual” interpretation of all passages relating to that subject. Augus- 
tine held that the Millennium started with the proclamation of the Gospel 
by the first Apostles, and that it would last six thousand years, at the 
expiration of which time Satan would again be “loosed.” 

During the Middle Ages the belief preponderated that the Millennium 
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was not far from its close. In the 17th century the expectation of a 
future Millennium of bliss and the universal triumph of truth and 
righteousness was revived through the study ef the Scriptures by such 
men as Joseph: Mede and others who followed him. But in this century 
the coming of the Son of Man was definitely announced by the Prophet 
Joseph. The world was told to prepare for it, and the methods of prepara- 
tion, acceptable to God, were explained. 

At present the so-called Christian world feels to a large extent the 
truth of ‘this message. To the testimony of the people of God is added 
the testimony of the signs of the times which indicate the passing of a 
long night and the approach of day.— Deseret News. 
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DECREASE OF CRIME IN AUSTRALIA. 


Auoxd the more encouraging features of social life in Australia is the 
increasing diminution of crime of every description. Statistics show that 
ia New South Wales convictions for serious offences are scarcely so numer- 
ous as they were twenty years ago, notwithstanding the fact that the 

population has nearly doubled during the interval. The change, accord- 
ing to Mr. Coghlan, New South Wales Government Statistician, has come 
about owing toa general improvement in the community itself, and not 
to the reform of individuals by reason of the deterrent effect of punish- 
ment inflicted. According to Captain Neitenstein, Comptroller of New 
South Wales Prisons, the number of prisoners in the mother colony on 
December 31, 1897, was 2,230, while on December 31, 1898, it was 2,051, a 
decrease of 179, although the population of the colony had during that 
period increased by 22,780. ‘To go back to 1884: at that period one out of 
every 373 of the general population was in gaol. Now only one out of 
every 646 is so situated—an improvement in public morality 50 per cent. 
Allowing 10 per cent. for the operation of the First Offenders’ Act, 
whereby convicted persons are released under certain conditions, there 
remains an actual improvement of nearly 40 per cent. At the same time, 
however, the number of convictions in the higher courts of New South 
Wales is larger than any of the other colonies, with the exception of 
Western Australia. This is due to a number of causes. First among 
these may be mentioned the differences in the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the various colonies. For instance, South Australia and Tasmania have 
no intermediate courts. like quarter sessions of New South Wales and the 
district courts with criminal jurisdiction of some of the other colonies, 
and many persons who would be committed to higher courts in New 
South Wales are convicted in the magisterial courts of South Australia 
and Tasmania. Further, in Victoria magistrates have a much wider 
jurisdiction than in New South Wales, and many offenders who are 
summarily convicted in the former colony would have to be committed to 
a higher tribunal in the latter province. This question of the jurisdiction 
of the magistracy of the colonies is, consequently, one which considerably 
affects the criminal returns of the superior courts. Then, again, there is 
the great number of persons who drift from one part of the country to 
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